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Passenger Rail Service
ÅIntercity System 

Nine Midwestern states are 

proposing expansion of Intercity 

ServiceFourteen States have Amtrak Intercity Service  

(shown in pink)



Iowa -Amtrak Regional 

Service Feasibility Studies
ÅChicago to Dubuque

Received June 2007

ÅChicago to Quad Cities
Received January 2008

ÅQuad Cities to Iowa City
(service to Chicago extended)
Received April 2008

ÅIowa City to Des Moines     
(service to Chicago extended)
Requested by Iowa DOT 





Route & Train 

Characteristics
ÅInitial maximum speed of 79 mph; average speed of 53.5 mph

ÅTwo daily round trips

ÅEach train can accommodate 230 passengers; and will offer 

coach seating and food service

ÅTotal route of 219.5 miles

ÅTrains operate on Amtrak at Chicagoôs Union Station, 0.8 

miles; BNSF Railway from Chicago to Wyanet, IL, 116.2 

miles; and Iowa Interstate Railroad from Wyanetto Iowa City, 

IA, 102.4 miles

ÅNew stations at Geneseoand Moline, IL; and Iowa City







Service Outcomes
ÅProjected annual ridership is 246,800 for 2015

ÅPassengers diverted from other modes annually: 148,000 

passengers from automobiles; 59,200 from air; 22,200 

from buses; and 17,200 from new riders who otherwise 

would not have made the trip

ÅOn-time performance will be 90% or higher



Legislative Support
ÅIowaôs share of the match will come from a combination 

of state appropriations and local funding. The legislature 

appropriated $3 million for fiscal year 2010, $2 million 

for 2011 and $6.5 million for 2012. Lawmakers also 

approved intent language to provide up to $20 million 

over four years to help fund Iowaôs commitment for 

matching federal passenger rail funding.

ÅIllinois announced in January 2010 that it would use $45 

million from its state capital plan for construction of the 

route.



Project Costs
ÅOverall cost: $310 million

ÅCosts allocated between Iowa and Illinois

ÅIowa and Illinois submitted a joint application for $248 
million (up to 80% of the project cost) from the High-
Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) program through 
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)

ÅThe FRA awarded $230 million under the HSIPR 
program to the Chicago to Iowa City route, and the U.S. 
DOT awarded a $10 million TIGER II grant to Moline, IL 
for the passenger rail station









Local Rail Service




